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ACT 1L SCENE L ,

Enter WiiL TirEHACK and Harry ScaM-
RER, booted, with. bep; in their: Hdna':,.
intg a Side Box.

SCAMPE R.
SHAW! zounds! prithee, Will,
P fet us go'; . what fi gmﬁes our ﬂaymg,
here ?
TIR F HACK. .

Nay, but tarry a little; befides, you know
we premis’d to give Poll Bayhfs and Bett Skin-
ner the meeting.

P SCAMPER:

No matter, we fhall be fure to ﬁnd them at

three at. the Shakelpear. . . v
TIREHACK. S
But as we are here, Harry, let us know a

httlc what it’s about ? .
: A2 SC A M-
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' SCAMPER.
- About, Why le&Qures you fool? Have
pot you read the bills, and we have plemy of
them at Oxford, you know ?
TIREHACK.
.- Well, but for all that, there may be fun,
.. SCAMPER.

Why then, flay and enjoy it yourfelf ; and
Pl flep to the Buliand Gp ate, and call upon
.Jerry Lack-Latin, and my horfe. We fhall
fee ' you Athree Y I [R:ﬁng

TIREHACK

Nay, 1)ut, prithee, ftay. -
~-SCAMPER, :

Rot me i1 do. [Going out of the bo.v.

TIREHACK.

HcMWo, Harry; Harry— - -

SCAMPER.

Well, what’s the matter now'? [Rotummg.

- - TIREHACK.
. Here’sPoll Baylifs joft come inte the gaﬂery
SCAMPER.
No—
"“TIR E HACK.

She is by‘-—— ‘ T
SCAMPER [Loohn‘
Yee faith ! it is fhe fure enough. —How goes

it, Poll? O
. TIREHACK.
- Well now, we fhall have I{ou, 1 hope?
~ SCAMPE

Ay, if I thought we fhould get any fun.
" TIREHACK.
‘Tl make an enquiry. Hollo ! fnuffers,
Inuffers.
CANDLE SNUFFER.
Your pleafure, Sir?
A e ~ TIRE- -
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"TIREHACK.
What is nll this bufinefs about here ?
SNUFFE R.
- Can’t fay, Sir. .
SCAMPER.
. Well, But, you could if you woqu" let us

into the fecret.
. SNUFF E R.

Not I, upon my honour |
TIREHACK.
Your honour, you fon of a whore | D’ye
hgar, bid your mafter come hither, we wapt
to afk him a queftion ? .

SNUFFER
I will— - [Bxit.
TIREHACK
Scamper, will you afk him, ot thall I?
SCAMPER.
Lgtmalone to hlmv-—, .
Eular FOOTE _
i'x 1d"’u,‘ FQOTE'

8 V'Your commands mth Ff‘,’ Rgentlemen P

.. Why, you mu know Will and I here, are
. upon a’fchem gqm Oxford; and becanfe
cafh begms to mnjowf-anw muchhave you,

Wili ?
..... D TFIR E H ACK. x
' Three and twenty fhillings, beﬁdes tb¢ .
crown Ipaxd at the door.. -
SCAMPER.

And I enghtecw 3 NOW,, as thls will laﬂhus
oo ut

BRI As
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but to-mght, we are willing to hufband_our

time ; let us fee Will, how are we engag’d ?
TIREHACK.

Why at three, with Bett and Polf, there; at
the Shakefpear; after that to the quonatlon 3
for you know we have feen it but nine times—

SCAMPER:.

And then back to the Shapefpear agam 3

where we fup, and take horfe at the door.
-~ TIREHACK.

" So there’s no time to be loft, you fee; we
defire, ‘therefore, ‘to know what fort of 2 thmg
this affair here of yours is ? Whar, is it damn’d'
funny and comical ? -

- FOOTE. -
Have you not feen the'bills ? -
~ - SCAMPER. T

What about }eQures 5 ay, butthat an ﬂang,
I fuppofe ; no, no. “No tricks updn mveﬁ&s 3
no, we know better—What, are there any

more of you ; or do you:it alt yourfelf ?
: FOOTE,
1 1 was in-want of 'comedr&ns, you, gentle-
~ men, are kind enongh ‘tgn fe mé a'Rft; but,
upon my word, my in ns, as the blll wxll
inform yoti; ‘ate fe Fibus—Li SRR R
(REHACK,

Are ‘they ? ’ then PIl'have my money -again.
What, do yo thgl;:e r:vvmr;: to Londonto
Jearn any-t P ¢, Wi Gom A

il FOOTE, K g
Hold, _gemlemcn, I would: detain you, i
. poﬁib!c. ‘What is it you expe&td =
'SCA'MPER.: s
To be Jolly, and laugh, to be fure-— ,
FOOTE. .
At what 2

- - TIRE-
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TIREHACK.

. At what—-&damme, T don’t knowé—@byolf
and: your f:olu:ks and fancies—: © -

FOOTE. . &
If ttmm all you defire; why; perhaps we
(han’t difappoint you— .
SCAMPE R:
Shan’t you-why, that is an honeft fellow-—
come, begin— i Ve
F.0:0 T E
E :But‘yeu’ll be fo kind as not tmlhtérrupt rhe ?
oo g SCAMG’I’.’R;' Pide oo
o Neverfear-'t*i frorurd
.. .FO oT E.: o

. Ladies: andgentlemzn-—l PhsnN g
[Suds frontthé oppafite b}x tall: ta Foote,

nd flops bim S
and fiop ,g"*-sp ‘ |
Std wmmhle mayzlbé perxniltéd toT k?
L RO O | Jrek?
. Doubllefs,u&r-— e ‘r S
b SUD)S. R

Why: the-affsiris thisz!. My wd'e Ahce-ﬁ-for
'yeu ‘muft know .y hame > iy Ephraim.Suds,: 1
am a {bdpsboilds rin-the ‘cityy took libinto.her
-head, and nothing ‘wwduld fer¥e her turn, but
that T muft biea common-council -mdn this
year; for fays Alice,: [/'ay: ,Ibe, It is the (mltgﬁ
way {o n{e mf the world
- FOOTE Gl o

A }utbobjewauonv—-;gusfucceeded? N

Ohl theve was no dariger of that---yes, yea,
I got it all hollow ; but now to come to the -
marrow of the buf nefs. Well; Alice; fays I,
now 1 am. chofen, . ‘what’s .next to be.done ?
s Why NOW, \fa.ys Alice, “fays fbey che‘elmtlﬂ
. earn
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¢ Jearn to make fpeeches ; why doft not fee

mhat -purfernaent neighbour Grogram has

¢ got; why man "tis all brought sbout by his
¥ Jpeechifying. 1 tell thee what, Ephraim, if

§ thee.can’ft but once learn to'lay dowri ‘the’

¢ law, there’s no knowing to what thee may’t

¢ rife—".
- ~ FOOTE
Your lady had reafon.
-8’ UD 8.

. W Il:h(mght foitdo ; and, a8 good fuck

would ave it,. who fhotld corne into the city,

- in the very nick of time, but mafter- profeflor
along with his le8ures—~Adod, away in a
hurry, Alice and Idamaed to Pewterers Hill.
“' )iﬁ&\\)}FO‘QTE. 'v"fl‘.‘,

You improv'd, I kope ®: . . ey
- S'W:D 8.
<0 Lind } tTvis upkdawn- mhm:knmwledge. we
got ; we can read—bl} Wé never flop to fpell
a word now—and then he-told us fiich.things
about verbs, and nouns, ‘and adverbs, that ne-
ver-entered . our . héads biefore, nnd’empﬁ&ns,

and accent ; heav’n: blefs us, 1 dud mmthk :

ﬂlén had: bden fuch things.in thewarld.
FOO)TE..'-v I
And have you ﬁmcb%’dsyet? !

Soft foft and fair 5 we mift walk bcfone
we can run—I think I have ‘laid a pretty foun-
dation. . The Manfion-houfe:.was adtbuilt in
a day, Mafter Faote., But to go en with my
tale, my dame ‘one day. looking ovér the pa-
’Baers, came running t¢ me ; now Ephraim,

s the, thy bufinefs is done, rare news, ‘lad 5 |

~here is a mar'at the other end of the town,
that mﬂ make, thee a./peacher at onge, and

\ ‘

out
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- out fhe pull’d your propofals. Ah Alice, fays
I, thee be’f but a fool, why Iknow that man,
he is all upon his fun, hé leGures—why, ’tis
31l but a tam—well, *tis but feeing, faysihe, fo
" suelens molens, (he would have.me come’bither;
Row, if fo be yqu be ferious, I fhall think my
money wifely beftqw’d ; but if it be oaly your
comical works, J can tell you, you fhall fee
- e no more. - L .
. FOOTE -

. Siry I:fhould be extremely forry to lofe you;

¥ Lkrew but what would content yop . |,
~ Why, I want.to be_lma]dqam orator, o7 5, Qlﬁ

to {peak fpeeches, as I tell you, at our meetr
' ing:e.about'ppliticks, and peace, and addrefles,
and-the new bsidge, and all. #hem kind of

things, =~ - v
FOOTE . ..
- Why, with your happy talents, I fkould

think much might be done.” )

SUDS ;o :

I am proud to hear you fay fo. Indeed I
am, 1did fpeechify once at a veftry concerning .
new lettering the church. buckets, and came
off cutely enough, and to fay the -truth, that
was the thing' that provok’d me to.go to Pew-
terers-Hall. ~ - (Sits down again.
. FOOTE :

Well, Sir, I flatter myfelf, that in propor-
tion to the difference of abilities in your two
inftru@ors, you will here make a tolerable
progrefs. But. now, . Sir, with your favour,
we will proceed to explain the nature of our
defign, and I hope in the procefs, you, gen-

tlemen, will find entertainment, and you, Sir,

information, .
Mr.
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o . . T T .
Mr. Foote then proceeds to bis lecture. *

' My plan; gentlemen, is to be confider’d as 2
duperftru®ure-on that - adthirablé foundation
14itl by the modérn profeffor of Englith;, both
our 'labours: tending ‘to' the‘fame genetal end ;
the perfe&ioning of our counitrymer i a moft
effential article, the right ufe of their native
language. oo .
< ﬁut what he has happily begun, -1 Have the
vanity to' think I have as happily finifh’d ;- he
has, it is true, introduc’d you into the body of
thie chirch, but I condu&@ you into the quoir of

- the cathedral : Or, to explain myfelf by amore
familiar allufion, tho’ he is the Poitier who
teaches you the ftep and the grounds ; yet E
am the Gallini who gives you the air, and the
grace of the minuet. :
- His aimis propriety alone ; mine propriety
with elegance. ) -
. For tho’ reading; fo fhamefully negle&ed,
not only by thofe of tender years, but the
adult; not only by children, but even by grown
men and women ; notonly in our private fe-
minaries; but in our publick univerfities, is al-
lowed to be'a meceffary ingredient-towards the
formation 'of an orator ; yet, a great many:
other rules, a great many other precepts, are re-
quifite to-obtain his perfetion.

Nay, pérhaps we might, to fupport an ar-
gument without the danger of a defeat, atleaft
if we may traft obfervation, that of all the pro-.
feffions that require-a verbal intercourfe with

_ the public, there is no one to whom reading’
is of fo little utility as that of oratory.
: . Fneed
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- I need not infift: upon this head, as.I be-.

lieve every gentleman; experience will fur- -

pith him with inftances of men emingnt in
oratory, who, from .an early. vivacity, have
negle&ed, or the indulgencgof thejr parents
have been emancipated from the attention and
application neceffary,, it is true, to. acquire
this rugged art; but at. the fame time fo ill-
fuited to their tender years, and fo oppofite to
thofe innocent amufements in which children

are known uniyerfally. to delight. Thwart not -

achildy for you fpoil bis temper ;—is, oratleaft
ought to be, an. Englifh. proverb, as it is; an
univerfal pradtice. .., . ¢ -,

I would not here be underftood to depre-
ciate the ufefulnefs of reading, or to detra&
from the exceeding merit of the profeffor’s
ﬁlm 5 10, my meaning is.only juft.to drop; 3
hint that I may occafionally;ufe. him. ias a
walkipg-flick ; a kind, of ‘an elegantly clouded
Mocop, or an.qiry Anamabio-: yet, thatit is by
no means my, inteation to depend upon him as
a fupport, or.lean upon.him as a érutch ; in a
word, he will;be rather ornamental than necefe
farytome, = g ot

But ufelefs. as his plan,.is to.me, I fincerely
wifh, it fuccefs far the fake of the public ;. apd
if my influengg.was equal to my inclination,
l.woulc'i;havga law ena&ed,, upon the plan of
the militia bill, that annually, or biennially,
draughts fhould be, made from every parifh of
two, three, or'more, .35 in that;act of able

bodied, fo.in this of mtelligent perfons, who, - ~

at the expence of the fexeral connties, fhould
be fent ta_the capital, apd there ‘compelled to

- go thro’ as many courfes of the profeffor’s lec-

tures as he fhall deem fufficient : - thus, by
. : : “thofe
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thofe periodicaliraral detachmients, ‘the Wwhole
nation will in a few years be compleatly ferve d
and a ftock of leaming laid -in that will laf¥
tilt time fhall’be-no more; - - - 00
© Would our ralers-but -adopt this fcheme &
how fuperior would England be even to the
moft iltuftrious periods of Greece anhd' Rom¢ F
what an unrival’d happinefs for us, what anf
eternal- fund of fame for: them ! ye Solons,
Lycurgufes, ye Numas hide your diminifh’d
Yeads, fee what 2 revolution two Iaws in 2 few
years have produc’d, fee a whale people fonk
in-miore: th#n Gothiciighorance; ‘acctiftom’d te
no other iron implements -than- the pacifi¢
plough-thear, or the harmlels fpade, ftartout at -
oiice profound fcholars and veteran foldiers : If
atthis happy period, aFrenchman thinkingany
thifigoutof hisown country wofthyhisattentior? -
fhould condeféent to pay this kingdom avifits
tethinks, 1 anfi¢ipate’ the account he -will
* give 6f g at ' Nis ‘revorh, (ke his counkiyman
.of 6ld, who' at the taking -6f ‘Roime, burfting
into the capitol, 2nd - there  finding ¢he fenate
fix’d afid immoveable in-their feats, dectir’d.
them an_aflembly of kings), fo will ke .2t
ence pronotitice the! whole Britilh niation to'be
an‘ariny of - gererals, and-oné tongregation of
do&ors, Happy’ countty t ‘where thé Urmu
& Toga are fo fortunately blended, as to pre
wvent all contention for the preeminence. -
* 1-know but one objetion that can be made
to this phin, and that merely ’a temporaty
one’;_ that the culture of our<lands will fuftsin
an-infinite injury; if fuch-a-number of peafants
were to-‘depatechiate; there being ‘already
fearce hands fufficient, from the recruits con-
Randy made for Gernany, &c: &c. &c. 10
R , carry
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«carry on the common bufinefs of hufbandry.
But what are riches, perifhablecommodities,
glittering, tranfitory, fallacious goods, when
compar’d to the fubftantial "incorruptible en-
dowments of the mind: this truth is indeed
happily inculcated by an old Englith adage;

* When lands and godds are gone and fpent,
Then learning is moft excellent.

This fenfible and poetical diftich, I would
recommend to Mr. Profeflor, as a motto for
his intended treatife ; but I fuppofe he is al-
ready well provided with an apt Latin, if not
a Greek one, to either of which I muft yield
the preference. C

But to wave this ethical argument. I think I
can eafily foil the force of this objetion, by a
natural and obvious Swuccedaneum. Suppofe a
claufe was to be added. to the bill for the im-
portation of tallow, raw hides, and live cattle
from Ireland, that during this literary emigra-
tion, a fufficient number of inhabitants of that
country may be tranfported hither to fupply
the vacancy; but here it muft be obferv’d,
that for this purpofe an a& of parliament is
indifpenfably neceflary ; for tho’ it would be
difficult, if not impoflible for us in our pre-
fent condition, to get in even our harvefls,
without the aid of hands annually exported
for that purpofe from Ireland ; yet this is at
beft but an illicit trade, and the men themf(elves
are to be confider’d under the article of {fmug-
gled goods : a very heavy penalty being laid
by ftatute on all mafters of veffels, who fhall
venture to impdrt any of the above cited com-
modity in:o this realm,: ‘withcut frecial 1¥

B v cence ;
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cence ; to this purpofé¢ I recolle@® a cafe in
point, the fifth of William and Mary, Ban.
Reg. The king contra Oflaarty. Vide V. Rep.
vol. 3. chap. 9. page 4. B
But if this thould be thought by the people
" in, power too great an indalgence to the Irifh,
as we have never been remarkably profufe in
our favours to our loyal and affe@ionate fifter ;
I fee no other method of redreffing the ima-
ginary evil, ‘than by exempting from this fer-
vice all the males *till a general peace, and
accepting in their room, a fuitable number of
-difcreet middle aged females ; and thefe, when
they have been properly perfecied in the my-
fteries of our language, may be return’d to
their feveral parithes, and there form little in-
fantine communities of literati, which will be a
ftock for the fucceeding generation ; and indeed
upon confideration, I don’t know whether
-this won’t prove the beft methad for the
“introduction and univerfal propagation of the
~plan. '
P For the Englifh common people, naturally
fullen and obftinate, and religioufly attach’d
to theis old cuftoms, might be fhock’d and
- fcandaliz’d to fee at one bold ftroke, the fefcues,
-and fafces, which have been from time imme-~
morial confign’d to one, or more matron in
.every village, ravith’d at once from their
hands, and deliver’d over to the adminiftration
of the oppofite fex.

But to return to my own fubje&,\from which

my zeal for Mr. Profeffor’s fuccefs, has tempt-
&d me to make rather too long a digrefiion.
‘When 1 ventur’d to affirm that the profeflion

of an orator, might exift independently of an

accurate knowledge of the arrangement, and
‘ different

-

.
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different combinations of the four and twenty
letters, fo far as (in the words of the Profeffor),
they relate to their being the arbitrary marks
of meaning upon paper ; yet, I would not be
under{tood to affert this generally, as to every
fpecies of oratory, but to confine myfelf to
thofe particular branches, only where the ora-
tor’s own mind .fuggefts the matter that his
own mouth difcharges: For inftance, now, as
when affairs "of Rate are weigh’d at a com-
mon-council, religious points militated at the
Robin-hood, the arts and fciences handled i
the Strand, or politicks debated near Weftmin-
fter-abby ; here the arguments, and words
given are fuppos’d to arife from the imme-
diate impulfe of the giver; but where there
are concurrent agents, as in the oratory pecu-
liar to the pulpit, and the ftage, where one in-
dividual furnifhes the matter and another ad-
‘minifters the manner, the cafe is widely dif-
ferent.

In the firft inftance, a tolerable proficiency
in reading is indifpenfably requifite, as fcarce
any memory but the late Mr. Heydigger’s
could retain to any degree of certainty, the
various parts of the liturgy, .the'old, and new
teftament, briefs, faculties, excommunications,
&c. &c. &c. and a lapfe on thofe folemn oc-
cafions might be attended with very aukward
circumftances: nor would I here be fuppos’d to
infinuate, that the pieces of oratory deliver’d
from the pulpit, are not the compofition of

“the deliverer, no—This is fo far from being
generally the cafe, that I have often heard
complaints made againft particular agents, that
"they have forc’d upon their congregations their
own crude, and infipid produétions.when at

B2 the
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the fame time, their native language would
furnith them with fo extenfive, and noble col--
le&tion of admirable materials. But here the
. auditor, unlels he be well read in- theology,.
may be led into a miftake ; for there are fome
men, who, by a particular happinefs. in their
manner, have the addrefs to make the works
of other men fo .abfolutely their own, that
there is no diftinguifhing ihe difference ; at this
the poet hints in his male dum recitas, &c.
For thefe various reafons, I think a warm ap-

plication to the art of reading, cannot be too"

ftrongly recommended to the profeffors of this-
kind ot oratory. '
With regard to the profeflors of the ftage,.
tho’ reading is undoubtedly ufeful, yet, as the
performer is to repeat, and not to read, the
deficience may be fupply’d by the introduiorr
of a third agent, viz. a perfon to read to him
’till the words are rooted in his memory.. This
expedient, tho’ tedious, I have known frequent-
ly pra&is’d with geed fuccefs : littleblunders will
now and then unavoidably arife, either from
the mifapprehenfion of the fecond agent, or the
ignorance, or. waggery of the third ; but thefe
flips’ are generally unobferv’d, or thro’ inatten~
tion, or indulgence, overlook’d by an audience.
But to return to the confideration of my own
plan, from whick, no temptation fhall for the
futore feduce me to digrefs. :
We will firft, then, confider the utility of
oratory. . N
Secondly, the diftiné&t and various kinds, or
fpecies of that fcience, as they are praétis’d
at this day in this kingdom. ’
Thirdly, we will demonftrate that every
branch of Englith oratory is peculiarly our
: own,
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own, owes - its rife, progrefs, and perfe&irn
to this country, and was not only unknown to
the antients, but is entirely repugnant to.all
thofe principles they have endeavour’d to efta~
blith. : o
Fourthly, that any rhetorical fyftem now
exifting, inftead of a crofs.in the hands, “with
letters to dite& you on your road, will prove
enly, but a Will in the Wifp to confound,
perplex, and bewilder you. - .

Fifthly, from hence will refult a neccflity,
for the immediate ¢ftablifhment of anacademy,
for the promulgation and inculcation of mo-
dern oratory.

To which academy, the author of thefe pro~
pofals, does hope, fixthly, that he fhall be ap-
pointed perpetual profeflor.

Perhaps, it may not be impertinent here tor
obferve, that the author has induftrioufly avoid-
ed, and will in the courfe of this treatife avoid:
aH poetical allufion ; all grandeur of expreflion,
all fplendor of di&ion, in fhort, renounce
every rhetorical prop, as knowing tha¢ on di-
dadlic fubjells, order, fimplicity, and perfpi=
euity are the means to gain his end, which is.
Rot to gratify the imagisation, but to improve
and polith the underfanding of my country-
men. .
Firft, then, we are to demonftrate the uti-
" kity of oratory : and, this we flatter ourfelves
will, in a great meafure be evident from the
confideration of its univerfality, and the dif~
tin€tions it procures, both lucrative and honour~
able, to any man eminentin the art.

There is, by the conftitution of this king-
dom, an affembly of many individuals, whrg
as the feyenth fon of a feventh fom, is bora

) B3 8 phy-
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a phyfician, are orators by hereditary right
that is, by birth they are enabled to give their
opinions, and fentiments on all fubje&s, where
the intereft of their country is concern’d : To
this, we are to add another affembly, confift-
ing of 558 individuals, where, tho’ the fame
privilege is enjoy’d as in the firft inflance 3
yet this advantage is not poflefs’d in virtue of
any inherent natural right, but is obtain’d in
confequence of an annual, triennial, or fep-
¢ennial deputation from the whole body of the
people ; if then we add to this lift the number
of all thofe candidates who are ambitious of
this honour, with the infinite variety of changes
that a revolution of twenty years will produce,
we cannot eftimate ‘thofe funds of nationak
orators in effe, poffe, and velle, to a fmaller quan-
tity than 20,000 ; and this, I believe, by the
difciples of Demoivre, will be thought a very |
moderate computation.

The two- orders of the long robe next de-~
mand our attention ; and as the pre-eminence
is unqueftionably due‘to the priefthood, let us
confider what number of perfons is neceffary
to fupply that fervice ? England is divided
inte nine ‘tho ‘and nine hundred and thirteen
parifhes : now, if we fuppofe two paftors for
every parifh, this learned body will be found
to confift of nineteen thoufand eight hundred
and twenty-fix individuals ; but as the moft
facred chara&ers are no more exempted from
the fatal ftroke that puts a temporary period:
to our exiftence, than the prophane, it is ne-
ceflary that-a provifion fhould be made of fie
and able perfons ; fo that at all events there be
20 lack of labourers in this plentiful vineyard ;-
mor has the policy of this nation been fo-blindeds

. as.
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as not to guard againft this poffible contin-
gency, by ere@ing fchools, feminaries, and uni~
verfities, in which a convenient quantity of
eur youth are properly trained, in order to fill
up chafms which may be eccafionally made
by the infatiable fcythe of death. If then we
eftimate this corps de referve at the half only
of the ftanding force, we fhall find the army
entire amount te-29, 739. ’

I forefee that the objeétion will be made
to this calculation, viz. That two paftors to
every parith is a moit exorbitant and impro-
bable-charge ; for that many parithes, from
impropriations, appropriations, and ather acci- _
dents, inftead of two are fcarce able to fup-
port one paftor ; and that this complaint is al-
moft general throughout the whele principality

- of Wales, where many individuals of this re~
fpe€table order, to the great damage of their
dignity, are oblig’d to have recourfe.to very
.unclerical profeflions for. the fupport of them~
felves and families..

This objetion we will allow its full force ;
but then if it be confider’d that in our origi-
nal eftimate we omitted all deans, canons, pre-
bends, héads and fellows of colleges, chap-
lains to thips, regiments, and private families,
together with the whole body of diffenting mi-
nifters of all denominations, field-preachers
and parifh-clarks, I believe we fhall be thought
rather to have diminifhed than exaggerated the
real quantity.

As T have not been able to get admitance
to the archives of the feveral inns of court in
this.metropolis, I am afraid we fha]l not be
able (0 determine with the fame degree of cer-
tainty, the exa& number. of thofe who have
) ' devoted.

J
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devoted their lives and labors to the explana-
tion and due execution of our- municipal laws =
¥ am therefore obliged to depend on circum-
ftantial evidence, which in fome cafes is ad-
mitted even in our courts. to have equal force
with proof pofitive. . .

and here the reafon of the law (as the law

is the perfe&ion of reafon) is extremely clear:

To illuftrate this by an inftance.

- A {wears a_robbery againft B. /4. may
lye, or at leaft be miftaken ; butif the goods
flolen from A. and previoufly defcribed by
him, are found with their mark in the poflel-
fion of B. B. not being able to account for
fuch poffeflion, that circumftance fhall be
deem’d of at leaft equal weight againft B. as it
. A. was to{wear pofitively to the perfonal iden-
tity of B. ~This being the pralice of the
courts, we fhall proceed with all poffible ex-
pedition- (which indeed is not the pra&ice of
‘the courts) to produce our proofs circumftan-
tial. Asin the former initance we have grounded
our calculation on the number of parifhes, we-
fhall in this derive our computation from the
pumber of houfes in the kingdom.

To any man tolerably acquainted with the:
country of England it is unneceflary to ob-
ferve that not only in every town, but almoft
in every hamlet thro’ which he travels, his
eyes are conftantly caught by the appearance:
of a fmart houfe, prefac’d with white rails-and
prologu’d by a red door with a brafs knocker 3
when you defire to beacquainted with the name
and quality of the owner of this manfion, you
are always told that it belongs to lawyer fuch
a ene: now, if a hamietcontaining thirty houfes,
with peshaps an environ of an equal number,
. ' : where-
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where labour and the fruits of the earth are
the only fources of wealth, can fupport one
attorney in this rural magnificence ; what an
“infinite number of lawyers can a commercial
capital fuftain > But becaufe I would rather
retrench than exceed, I will only quarter one
attorney upon fifty houfes. The number of
houfes in the reign of George the Firft (fince
which time the quantity is confiderably en-
creas’d) was computed at 1,175,951. The
number of attorneys then will be 23,518, and
if we reckon one barrifter to twenty attorneys,
. the fum total is 24,693. . -
- T know it will be here obje&ed that but one
~ fmall part of this numérous body can be bene-
fited by my plan, the privilege of fpeech-
ing publickly being permited to the fuperior
order, the barrifters alone : but this criticifm is
confin’d to. the obfervation of what paffes
merely in Weftminfter-Hall, without con-
fidering that, at every quarter and petty feffion’,
at all country-courts, courts-leets, courts-ba~
ron, &c. &c. &c. full power of pleading is per-
mitted to every pra&itioner of the law.

As the number of thofe who incorporate
themfelves to promote, not only with their
cafh but their counfel, the progrefs of the arts
and fciences, is unlimited, it will be impoffible
for any fix’d period to afcertain their quantity :
nor can we, with any certainty, as the Court-
Regifter has been filent to the: members of
common-council, determine the amount of -
the city orators; befides, as what has been
already offered is more than fefficient to prove
the utility of our fcheme from its univeriality,
we fhall not trouble our readers nor ourfelves

with any further calculations; for tho’ they
. . - are



22 THE ORATORS

are replete with great depth of knowledge,"
are the refult of intenfe application, and the
vehicles of mathematical truths, yet to the
million the difquifition is but dry .and tedious,
and our purpofe always was and is to mix with
our-inftruion, a proper portion of deleQation.

We will therefore, for there reafons, haften
-to the cunfideration of the fecond point pro-
pos’d, viz. An enquiry into the various kinds
of oratory now exifting in this country. And
we fhall not, on his occafion, trouble ours
felves with the inveftigaticn of all the fmaller
branches of this art ; but, like the profeflorsin
anatomy, contenting ourfelves with the diffec-
tion of the noble parts, remit the examination
of the ignoble ones to the care of fubaltern
artifts. Leaving, then, to the minute philo-
fophers of the age all the orators of veftries,
clubs, and coffee-houfles, Paulo majora cana-
mus, and for the better illuftration of this
head, permit me, reader, to be a little fanci-
ful. We will fuppofe oratory to be one large
tree, of which tree fcience is the radix 3 elo-.
quence the trunk ; from which trunk fprout
four diftin& ramifications ; from which rami-
fications depends a fruit peculiar to each.

But here, reader, let me not arrogate to my-~
felf the merit of this happy explication ; Town
the hint was firft given me with my Grammar.
The ingenious, profound Lilly, after he has
led his pupils' thro’ the various, and almoft
impervious provincesof nouns, pronouns, verbs,
participles, and adverbs, condu&sthem to the
foot of that ardtious and ftupendous mountain
Qui Mibi : here dreading left his youth-
ful ardour might be dampt with the fteep
alcent, he re-animates his flacken’d nerves with

~ the.
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the myftick piQure of an apple-tree, the accefs
to whofe boughs, tho’ tedious and difficult, will
yet be amply rewarded by leave to revel un-
controul’d thro’ the whole region of pepins.

‘May the lufcious fruit fprouting from the apex
of each of my ramifications prove an equal
fpur to every beardlefs orator.

I don’t know whether the mentioning an-
other order of orators, as they are not at prefent
exifting in this kingdom, may not be deemed
an impiopriety. But as I am a fincere lover of
my country, I can’t help recommending an
immediate importation of fome of thofe ufeful

 and able artifts.  Sir William Temple, in his
Effay on Poetry, has recorded their virtues ;
and as the race was not extinguifhed in his
time, it is to be hoped that it fhll remains.
- In Ireland, fays Sir William, the great men
of their fcepts, amongft many officers of their
: family, had not only a phyfician, a huntfman,
‘a fmith, and fuch like, but a poet and tale-- -
- teller. :
The firft recorded and fung the a&ions of
their anceftors, and entertained the company
at feafls; The latter amufed them with tales
when they were melancholy and could not
fleep ; and a very gallant gentleman has told
me of his own experience, that in his wolf-
hunting there, when he us’d to be abroad in
the mountains three or four days together, and
lay very ill at nights, fo as he could nct well
fleep, they would bring one of thofe tale-tcl-
lers, that when he lay down would begin a
ftory of a king, ora giant, a dwarf and a
damfel, and continue all night long in fuch an
even tone that you heard him going on when-
ever you awakened. And he believ’d nothing
: any
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any phyficians could give had fo good and fo
innocent an effe@ to make men fleep in any
pains or diftempers of body or mind. Thefe
are Sir William Temple’s words, which con-
tain an amazing inftance of the power of thofe
orators over the paflions, it requiring full as
much art and addref(s to aflwage and quell, as
to blow up, and excite a tumuit in the mind.

In a bill not iong fince depending in parlia-
ment for the better regulating the city-watch,
a claufe was recommended by a late refpe&a-
ble magiftrate, that to prevent the watchmen
from f{leeping at nights on bulks (the fource of

many diforders) the faid watchmen fhould be

compelled to flecp fix hours in the day; an
arch member feconded the motion, and begg’d
to be included in this claufe, for that being
-grievoufly afllited with the gout, he could
not for many days fleep a fingle wink; now
if he could be compelled to take a fix hours
fleep every day, he apprehended that his fits
would be of a much fhorter duration. Upon
this dry comment the motion was rathly re-
je€ted; but if the houfe had received the leaft
intimation of the aftonithing abilities of the
Rockers (for by that appellation T choofe to
diftinguith this order of orators) I am con-
vinced that the above claufe wonld not only
have been receiv’d, but that proper encourage-
ment would have been given by parliament
for the introduction and eftablifhment of this
ufeful oratorical fect.

Nor, indeed, confidering the vaft addition
to our cuftomary cares, from the unaccount-
able fluuation of our funds, the caufe of con-
cern to many thoufand individuals, do I

think a vifit from a convenient quantity of
thofe
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thofe artifts would be now out of feafon; but
how this honour is to be obtain’d, whether any
of thefe great men are now refiding amongft
us, under the difguife of chairmen and hack-
ney coachmen? or, whether it would not be
more advifeable to employ thofe gentlemen,
who have fo lately and fuccefsfully rummaged
the Highlands of Scotland and Ireland for the
remains of Runic poetry in fearch of the ableft
profeflors, is fubmitted to the Society for the
Encouragement of Arts? -

I am aware that on this occafion fome
arch wag, poflefs’d of the fame fpirit with the
above fenator, will obje& to my fcheme of
importation, by alledging, that we have of our
own growth, an ample provifion of rockers,
and refers us for proof to our feveral churches
and chapels, during the hours of eleven and
two on a Sunday, where the fleep-compell-
ing power, will be experimentally demon-
ftrated to exift in its full force amongft us;
but not to derogate from the abilities of my
countrymen, furely the fhortnefs of the time,
the caufe of the nap, rarely continuing above
fifteen or fixteen minutes, will not admit of a
proper experiment : befides, how can one ora-
tor fupply a whole parifh, unlefs, indeed, our
. churches were to be converted into dormitories,
which I can’t think will happen, as this would
be attended with inconveniencies too obvious
to need a recital. . : ‘

AbftraQed from this laft order, the Englith
orators are to be.divided into four diftinét
clafles, the pulpit, the fenate, the bar, and the
ftage ; with the firft of thefe branches, the
pulpit, I fhan’t interfere, and indeed, fo few
people now of ,confequénce and copﬁderatfion

. Te~
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frequent she churches, that the art is fcarce
worth cultivation. ‘The bar—

SCAMPER.

Pfhaw! there’s enough of this dull profing ;
come give us a little of fomething that’s funny;
you talk’d about pupils. Could not we fee
them? - .

FOOTE.

Rather too precipitate, Sir ; but however, in
fome meafure to fatisfy you, and demonftrate
the fuccefs of our fcheme ; give me leave to in-
troduce to you a moft extraordinary inftance, in
the perfon of a young highlander: it is not alto-
gether a year fince this aftonithing fubje&, fpoke
nothing but Erfe. Encourag’d by the prodigies
of my brother profeflor’s fkill, whofe fame like
the chevalier Taylor’s, pierces the remoteft
regions, his relations were tempted to fend this
young genius to Edinburgh ; where he. went
thro” a regular courfe of the profeffor’s leGtures,
to finith his ftudies; he has been aboat fix
" weeks under my care, and confidering the
time, I think you wilt be amaz’d at his pro-
grefs. Donald— - ‘

" Enter DONAL D

What’s yer wull, ‘Sir? . R

Will you give thefe ladies and gentlemena
proof of your fkil} ? . g

DONALD.. _ o
" Ah, ye wad ha’ a fpecimen of my eratoric:
art. . =
. FOOTE

-
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FOOTE.
If you pleafe.
DONALD. :
In gude troth on ye fal ; wol ye gi mea
- topick *
- FOOTE.
O chufe for yourfelf.
DONALD.
It’s aw one to Donald.
. FOOTE. ,
What think you of a fhort panegynck on:
the fcience we are treating of. .
, DONALD.
On oratory ; wi aw my heart.
FOOTE

Mind your a&ion; let that accompany your'
words——

DONALD.

Dunna heed man——"TThe topick I prefum
to haundle, is the miraculous gifts of an orator,
wha, by the bare power of his words, he leads
men, women, and bairns as he lifts——

SCAMPER.
And who?

DONALD. [Tartly..
Men, women, and bairns. '

€2 SCAM-
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SCAMPER.
Bairns ; who are they ?

. FOOTE.

Oh [ children———his meaning is obvious
enough. _ . :
DONALD. :

Ay, ay; men, women, and bairns where-
ever he lifts ; and firft for the antiquity of the
art—ken ye, my lads, wha was the firft ora-
tor ? mayhap, ye think it was Tully the
Latinift, ye are wide o’the mark ; or Demoft-
henes the Greek ? -In gude troth, ye're as far

off as before=———Wha was it then? it was-

€’en that arch-chiel, the Deevil himfel——

SCAMPER.  [Hafiily.
‘The devil it was; how do you prove that?
DONALD.

Guds zounds, mon, ye brake the thrid of
my harang ; an ye’ll but had yer tongue, I'fe
prove it as plain as a pike-ftaff.

TIREHACK.
- Be quiet, Will, and let him go on,
DONALD. i

I fay it was that arch-chiel, -the Deevil him-
fel. Ye ken weel, my lads, how Adam and
Eve were planted in Eden, wi plenty o’ ban-
nocks and cail, and aw that they wifh’d, bus
were prohibited the eating of pepins,.——

SCAM-

—
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SCAMPER:.
Apples——- . '
. DONALD.. -
Weel, . weel, and are . na pepins anapples,:.
aw the fame.thing ?: - _
FOOTE. _
Nay, pray;, gentlemen;, - hear hint- out.. Go
on with your pepins.—
- DONALD.: v
Prohibited the eating.of pépins ; upon which
what does ‘me the orator Satan, but ke whif- -
pers 2 faft fpeech in her:lug, egad our gran--
num fell to in an inftant, and eat a pepin with- -
out ftaying.to pare it———(addreffes bimfelf to the :
Oxonians) ken ye lads, wha was the firft ora-.-
tor now ?

TIREHACK. ToScamper..
- Whatfay you to that?
. SCAMPER..
By 'my foul the fellow’s rightsm———e-
DONALD.:.
Ay, but ye wan’na ha patience---ye wan’na -
ha patience, lads: o
TIREHACK. "
" Hold your jaw, and go onw———
. DONALD.
Now, we come to the difinition of an ora«
tor ; and it is from the latin words oro, orare, -

Cjs. : to”

@
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to intreat, or perfwad ; and how, by the means
o’ elocution, or argument, which argument
confifts o’letters, which”letters join’d mak fylla~
bles, which fyllables compounded mak words,
whichwords combin’d mak fentences, or pe-
riods, or which aw together mak an orator,
fo the firft gift of anorator is Wordsesme—ee—

‘ SCAMPER.
Here, Donald, you are outessw—
DONALD.
How fo ? : T
: SCAMPER.

" Words, the firft gift of an orator ! No, Do-
nald, no, at fchool I learn’d better than that: -

do’ft not remember, Will, what is the firft per-

feQion of an orator?! aftiom The fecond,
altion. 'The third,aQion. - .

' ' TIREHACK.

Right, right, Harry, as right as my nail ; -

there, Donald, I think he has given you a

dofe——

' DONALD. = =
_ An ye ftay me, ¥ the midft o’ my argu-
ment :

SCAMPER.
Why don’t you flick to truth ?
DONALD.

I tell ye, I can logically.—w

TIRE-



THE ORATORS.. 31

TIREHACK.
Damn your logick——
DONALD.
Mjghty weel——Mafter Foote, how ca ye
this ufage? - = / ,
o ~ FOOTE.
Oh, never mind them—proceed, -
DONALD.
In gude troth, I'fe nat fay nay ane ward. mare,
FOOTE. .
Finifh, finith, Donald.—= - -
DONALD. v
Ah! they have jumbled aw my ideas toge-
. ther ; but an they wall enter into a fair argu-
- mentation, I'fe convince ’em that Donald Mac-
. gregor is mare than a match.— '
' SCAMPER.
You be~
DONALD.
Very weel— :
- FOOTE.
Nay, but my dear Donald— '
DONALD.
Hands aff, Maifter Foote—I ha finifh’d my’
tale, the De’el a word mare fal ye get out o’
Donald—yer fervant, Sir. ' (Exit.
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FOOTE.
You fee, gentlemen, what your. impatience
has loft us. :
SCAMPER..

Rot him, let him go; but is this fellow one..
of your pupils, why, what a damnable twan
he has got, with his men, women, . and.
bairns,——

‘FOOTE.

His pronunciation is I own a little irregular; .
but then confider he is but merely a novice ;
why, even in his prefent condition, he makes -
no bad figure for his five minutes at the Robin-
boed 3 and in a month or two, we fhan’t be -
atham’d to ftart him in a more refpectable place. .

But now, gentlemen, we are to defcend to
the peculiar effential qualities of each diftin&
fpecies of oratory; and firft for the bar——
but as no dida&ic rules can fo well convey,
or words make a proper impreffion, we will
have recourfe to more palpable means, and en-
«deavour, by a lively imitation, to demonftrate
the extent of ourart. Wemuft, for this end,
employ -the aid of our pupils; butas fome
preparation is_neceffary, we hope you will in-
dulge us in a fhort interruption.

ACT
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OSSOSO IUIDOOOT200D0S

A CT IL
SCENE, A4 Hall of Juftice.

Enter FOOTE.

T HE firft fpecies of oratory we are to de-
monftrate our fkill in, is that of the
bar ; and, in order to give our leGure an air of
reality, you are to fuppofe thisa Court of jul~
tice, furnifh’d with fproper Minifters to dif~
charge the neceffary fun&ions. But, to fupply
thefe gentlemen with bufinefs, we muft like-
wife inftitute an imaginary caufe ; and, that the .
whole may be ideal, let it be the profecution
of an imaginary being ; I mean the phantom-
of Cock-lane, a pheznomenon that has much
puzzl'd the brains, and terrify’d the minds of
many of our fellow-fubjeéts. '
- We are to confider, ladies and gentlemen,
that the language of the bar is a fpecies of
oratory diftin& Fnom every other. It has been
obferv’d that the ornaments of this profeffion
have not fhun with equal luftre in an affem-
bly near their own Hall; the reafon aflign’d,
tho’ a pleafant, is not the true oms. It has
been hinted that thefe gentlemen were in.
want of theie briefs ; but was that the difeafe,
the remedy would be eafy enough : they need.
only have recourfe to the art:'js'e fuccefsfully
pradis’d by fome of their colleagues; inftead of

o having



3¢ THE ORATORS.

~ having their briefs in their hands, to hide then
at the bottom of their hats.
[Calls tobis pupils, who enter’d drefi'd as a juf-
tice, aclerk, a ferjeant at law, anda counfellor.]
You will remember, Gentlemen, your pro- -
Per.paufes, repetitions, hums, has, and inter-
Jections : now feat yourfelves, and you the coun-
fel remember to be mighty dull, and you the
Juftice to fall afleep. I muit prepare to appear
in this caufe as a witnefs. ( Exit.
JUSTICE
Clerk, read the indictment.
C L E R Kv Rt’adh-
Middlefex, ‘to wit. ‘
Fanny Pbant:m, you are indicted, That on
or before the firlt day of January 1762, you,
the faid Fanny, did, ina certain houfe, in a
certain flreet, cal’d Cock-lane, in the county
of Middlefex, malicioufly, treacheroufly,
wickedly, and wilfully, by certain thumpings,
knockings, fcratchings, and flutterings againft
doors, walls, wainfcots, bedfteads, and bed-
pofts, difturb, annoy, affault, and terrify di-
vers innocent, inoffenfive, harmlefs, quiet,
fimple people, refiding, in, at, near, or about
the faid Cock-lane, and elfewhere, in the faid
county of Middlefex, to the great prejudice of
faid people in faid county. How fay. you,
. guilty, or—— '
COUNSELLOR flops the Clerk fbort..
May it pleafe your worfhip—hem——I am
counfel in this caufe for the ghoft—hem——
and before I can permit her to plead, I have an
objeQion to make, thatis—hem—I fhall'z‘g
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je& to her pleading at all.——hem—it is the
ftanding law of this country—hem—and has
—hem—always been fo allow’d, deem’d, and
pradis’d that—hem—all ‘criminals fhould be
try’d per pares, by their equals—hem—that
is—hem—by a jury of equal rank with them-
felves. Now, if this be the cafe, as the cafe
it is; I—hem——1I fhould be glad to know,
how my client can be try’d in this here man-
ner. And firft, who is my client? She is in
the indi@ment call’d a phantom, a ghoft ;
what is a ghoft? a fpirit. What is a {pirit?
afpirit is a thing that exifts independently of,
and is fuperior to fleth and blood. And can
any man go for to think, that I can advife my
client to fubmit to be try’d by people of an
mferior rank to herfelf? certainly no—I there-
fore, humbly move to quath this indi€ment,
ualefs a jury of ghofts be firft had, and ob-
tain’d, unlefs a jury of ghofts be firft had and
obtain’d: : o Sitedewm]
- SERJEANT. -

I am), in this caufe, Counfel againft Fanny
Phantom the . ghoft ;——eh,——and notwith-
ftanding the rule laid down by Mr. Profequi,
be—eh——right in the main, yet here it can®
avail bis client a whit. We aHow—eh——z
‘we do allow, picafe your worfhip, that Fannj
gquoad Phantom,~—eh~——had originally a right-
to a jury of ghofls; but—eh—if fhe did, by
any a& of her own,.forfeit this right, her
plea cannot be admitted. Now, we can prove,
pleafe your worfhip, prove.by a cloud of wit-
neffes, that faid Fanny did, as fpecified in the
indi@ment, fcratch, knock.and flutter ;—eh—-
which faid fcratchings, knockings, and flut-

o - terings
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terings—eh—being operations, merely pecu-
liar to fleth, blood, and boéy—eh-z-wpee do

humbly apprehend—eh—that by condefcend- -

ing to execute the aforefaid operations, fhe has
wav’d her privilege as a ghoft, and may be
try’d in the ordinary form, according to the
ftatute fo made, and provided in the reign of
&c. &c. &c.

Your worfhip’s opinion ?

TIREHACK.
Smoke the juftice, he is as faft as a church.
SCAMPER.

I fancy_he has touch’d the tankard too-much
this morning; he’ll know a good deal of what
‘they have been faying. ' '

' JUSTICE.

[Is wak'd by the Clerk, who tells him
- they have pleaded. ,
: Why the obje@ion—oh—brought by Mr.
Profequiy is (wbifpers the Clerk) doubtlefs
provifionally a valid obje@ion ; but then, if the
culprit has, by an a& of her own, defeated
her priviledge, as afferted in Mr. Serjeant’s
replication; we conceive fhe may be legall
try’d—oh,——befides—oh,——befides, I, I, {
‘can’t well fee how we could impannel a jury
‘of ghofts; or—oh—how twelve {pirits, who

have no body at all, can be faid to take a cor-

poral oath, as requir’d by law—unlefs, indeed,
as in cafe of the peerage, the prifoner may be
try’d on their honour. _
COUNSELLOR. -
Your worthip’s diftin&ion is juft; knock-
ings, fcratchings, &c. as afferted by Mr. Ser-
jeant.—~ .

SER-.
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SERJEANT.
Afferted—Sir, do you doubt my inftrucli-

ans ?
COUNSELLOR. ,
No interruptions, if you pleafe, Mr.
Serjeant ; I fay as afferted, but can aflertions
admitted as proofs ; certainly no——
SERJEANT. /
Our evidence is ready——
' COUNSELLOR
To that we objed, to that we abje&, as
it will anticipate the merits—your worthip—
SERJEANT.
Your worthip—
. JUSTICE.
Why as you impeach the ghoft’s privi-
ledge, you muft produce proofs of her fcratch-

ings.
SERJEANT.
Call Shadrach Bodkin. }
. CLERK.
Shadrach Bodkin come into court.
SERJEANT. [Enter Bodkin.
Pray, Mr, Bodkin, where do you live ?
BODKIN.
I fojourn in Lukener’s-lane.
SERJEANT.
What is your profeffion ?
BODKIN.
Tam a teacher of the word and a taplor.
SCAMPER.
Zounds, Will, it is a methodift.
TIREHACK.

No fure ! ,
D SCAM-
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SCAMPER.
By the lord Harry, itis.
CLERK.

Silence.

SERJEANT.

1 Do you know any thing of Fanny ‘the

phantom ?
. BODKIN.

Yea—-—-I do. '

SERJEANT.

Can you give any account of her thump-

.ings, fcratchings, and flutterings?
BODKIN.
Yea—mamfold have been the fcratchings,
_and knockings that I have heard.
SERJEANT.
‘Name the times.
BODKIN.

1 have attended the fpirit Fanny from the
-firft day of .her flutterings, even to the laft
-{cratch that fhe gave.

SERJEANT,

‘How long may that be?  *

B O-D KIN.

Five weeks did the flutter, and fix weeks

.did the fcratch
SCAMPER.

Six weeks—Damn it, I wonderthe d1d not
.wear out her nails.

CLERK.

Silence.

SERJEANT.

T hope the court is convinced.

COUN-



THE ORATORS. 3o

3
COUNSELLOR. .
Hold Mafter Bodkin, youand I muft have.
x little difcourfe. A taylor, you fay, do you
work at your bufinefs ?
BODKIN.

COUNSELLOR.
L ook upon me, look upon the court—Tkhen
your prefent trade is- your teaching ?
BODKIN.
It is no trade. :
COUNSELLOR.
What is it then, a calling, ?
BODKIN.
No, it is no calling—it is rather—as I may,
fay—a forcing—a compelling—
COUNSELLOR.
By whom ?
BODKIN.
By the fpirit that is within me—
SCAMPER. ,
Itis an evil fplm, Ibelieve ; and needs muft
when the devil drives, you know, Will.
- TIREHACK.
Right, Harry—
COUNSELLOR. ‘
When did you firft feel thefe fpiritual mo--

#ions ?
BODKIN.

In the town of Norwich, where I was
born ;—One day as I was fitting crofs-legged
onmy fhop-board, new feating a cloth pair
of breeches of Mr. alderman Crapes—I felt
the fpirit thhm me, moving upwards and

Da downr

No—
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downwards, and this way and that way, and’
tunnbling and jumbling—at firft I thought it
was the choliec— ;
_ COUNSELLOR.

And how are you certain it was nof ?

BODKIN

At laft T heard a voice whifpering within
me, crying, Shadrach, Shadrach, Shadrach,
caft away the things that belong to thee, thy
thimble and fheers, and do the things that k

bid thee.
COUNSELLOR.
And youdid?
BODKIN.
Yea, verily.
COUNSELL OR.
I think I have heard a little of you, Mafter
Bodkin ; and fo you quitted your bufinefs,
your wife, and your children ? '

ODKIN.
Idid.

COUNSELLOR.
" You did—But then you commun’d with

‘other men’s wives ?

BODKIN.
Yea, and with widows, and with maids.
COUNSELLOR.
How came that about, Shadrach?
- BODKIN.
I was moved thereunto by the fpirit.
COUNSELLOR.

I fhould rather think by the fleth—1I have
been told, friend Bodkin, thattwelve became.
pregnant-—

B O D-
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BODKIN.
‘Thou art deceived—They were barely but

mine.
COUNSELLOR.
Why this was an a&ive {pirit.
SERJEANT.
But to the point, Mr. Profequi.
‘COUNSELLOR.
‘Well then—you fay you have heard thofe-
fcratchings and knockings ?
BODKIN.
Yea—

COUNSELLOR.
But why did you think they came from a:

fpirit ? T
BODKIN. :

Becaufe the very fame thumps, fcratches,.
and knocks, I have felt ‘'on my breaft bone
from the fpirit within me—

COUNSELLOR.

And thefe noifes you are fure you heard og

the firft day of January ? '
BODKIN.

Certain—

SERJEANT.

But to what do all thofe interrogatories
send ?

COUNSELLOR.

T'o 2 moft material purpofe ; your worfhip-
obferves that Bodkin is pofitive as to the noifes-
made on the firft day of. January by Fanny
the phantom : now if we can prove an Alibs,
that is, that, on that very day, at that very
time, the faid Fanny was fcratching and flut-

D3 tering.
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tering any where elfe, we apprehend that we
deftroy the credit of this witnefs—call Peter

Paragraph.
CLERK.
Peter Paragraph, come into court.
COUNSELLOR.

‘This gentleman is an eminent printer, and
has colle&ted for the public information, every:
particular relative to this remarkable ftory ;
but as he has the misfortune to have but one-
leg, your worthip will indulge him in the ufe

of a chair.
CLERK.
Peter Paragraph, come into-court.
COUNSELLOR. [Enter Par]
Pray, Mr. Paragraph, where was you

born ?
PARAGRAPH
Sir, I am a native of Ireland, and born and.
bred in the city of Dublin. :
.COUNSELLOR.
 When did you arrive in the. eify of Lon-

don?
PARAGRAPH.
About the laft autumnal equinox: and now
I recolle&, my Fournal makes mention of my.
departure for England, in the Befsborough
Packet, Friday O&ober the tenth, N. S.or

Suile. . )
COUNSELLOR.
CGh! Then the Journal is yours?
PARAGRAPH.
Pleafe your worthip, it is; and relating:
thereto I believe I can give you a plegfant con-
ceit
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ceit—Laft week I went to vifit a geer, for
I know peers, and peers know me. Quoth
his lordfhip to me, Mr. Paragraph, with ref--
pe&t to your Journal, I would with that your
paper was whiter, or your ink blacker;
quoth I to the peer, by way of reply, 1 hope
you will own there is enough for the money ;
his lordthip was pleafed to faugh, It was fuch
3.pretty repartee,. he,.he, he, he—-

. : USTICE.-

" Pray, Mr. Paragraph, what might be your
~ bufinefs in England » ] '

PARAGRAPH.
Hem—a little love affair, pleafe yeur wor-

thip.
COUNSELLOR.
A wife, I fuppofe— )
PAIEOAGRAPH.

Something tending that way 3 even fo long
ago as January 1739-40, there. paft fome
amorous glances between us : fhe is the daugh-
ter of old Vamp of the Turnftile; but at
that time 1 ftiled my paflion, Mrs. Paragraph.
being then in the land of the living.

COUNSE LLO%...
She is now dead ? '
PARAGRAPH. :

‘Three years and three quarters pleafe your
worfhip: we were exceeding happy together;
. fhe was indeed a little apt to be jeaz)us.

COUNSELLOR.

No wonder—

PARAGRAPH. -

Yes:. they can’t help it, poorfouls; but

nos-



44 THE ORATORS.

notwithftanding, at her death, I gave her
prodigious good charalter in my Journal.
COUNSELLOR.
And how proceeds the prefent affair ?
PARAGRAPH.
Juft now we are quite at a ftand—
COUNSELLOR.
‘How fo?
PARAGRAP
The old fcoundrel her father as play’d me

a {lippery trick.
COUNSELLOR

Indeed! .

’ PARAGRAPH

As he could give no money in hand, T
agreed to take her fortune in copies; I was to
" have the Wits Vade Mecum entire; four
hundred of News from the Invifible World.in-
fheets ; all that remained of Glanvil -upon
‘Witches ; Hill’s Bees, Bardana, Brewmg,
and Ballam of Honey; and three elghths of
Robinfon Crufoe.

COUNSELLO R.

A pretty fortune.!

PARAGRAPH.

Yes; they are things that ftir in the trade ;.
but you muft know that we agreed to go
halves in Fanny the Phantom. But whilft I
and two authors, whom I had hir’d to atk
* queftions,. at nine fhillings a night, were ta-
king notes of the knockings at the houfe of
Mr.. Parfons himfelf, that old rafcal Vamp
had privately printed off a thoufand eighteen-
penny fcratchings, purchafed of two metho-

dift
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dift preachers, at the public houfe over the

way—

Y COUNSELLOR.

Now we come to the point—Iook upon this
evidence; was he prefent at Mr. Parfons’s
knockings ?

PARAGRAPH.

Never ; this is one of the rafcally metho-
difts——Harkee, fellow, how ocould you be
fuch a fcoundrel to fell for genuine your coun-
terfeit fcratchh%s to Vamp ?

: ODK fN.

My fcratchings were the true fcratch-

ings.
: PARAGRAPH.

Why, you lying fon of a whore, did not
¥ buy all my maserials from the girl’s father

himfelf.
BODKIN.
‘What the fpirit commanded, that did L.
. PARAGRAPH
‘What fpirit ?
’ BODKIN.
‘The fpirit within me.—
PARAGRAPH
If I could but get at you, I would foon try
what fort of a fpirit it is— ffop you villain.
' [Exit Bopkin.]
The rogue has made his efcape—I will but"
dog him, to find out his haunts, and then re-
turn for a warrant— his fcratchings, a fcoun-~
drel ; I will have juftice, of I’ll turn his taber-
nacle into a pigftye. [Exit Par.
. COUN-
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COUNSELLOR.
I hope, pleafe your worthip, we have fuffi~
ciently eftablithed our Alibi.

JUSTICE.
You are unqueftionably entitled to-a jury of

ghofts.
COUNSELLOR.
Mr. Serjeant, you will provide us a lift ?
SERJEANT.

Let us fee—you have no obje&ion to fir
George Villars; the evil genius of Brutus ;
the ghoft of Banquo ; Mrs. Veal.

COUNSELLOR.
We obje& to a woman—jyour worfhip.—
JusTIC ]*%,

Why, it is not the pra&tice ; this, it muft be’
own’a, is an extraordinary cafe. But however,.
if, on conviftion, the panthom fhould plead
pregnancy, Mrs. Veal will be admxtted on the
jury of matrons.

- SERJEA NT.
I thank your worfhip : then the court is ad-
pumed
[Terence and Dermot in an upper Box.
_ TERENCE.
By my fhoul, but I will fpake.
DERMO T.
Arrha, be quiet, Terence.
TERENCE.

Dibble burn me but I will ; hut, hut, not

fpake what fhould ail me ; harkee you, Mr.

Juttice—
SCAMPRR.
Hollo, What’s the matter now, Will ?
A DERMOT.
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DERMOT.
Leave off, honey Terence, now you are

well—
TERENCE.

Dermot, be eafly.—

SCAMPER.

Hear him—

' TIREHACK.

Hear him—

TEREN CE.

Ay hmr him, hear him; why the matter
is this Mr. Juftice, that little hopping fellow
there, that Dublin Journal man is as great a
liar as ever was born—

TIREHACK.

How fo?—

TERENCE.

Ay prithee don’t bodder me ; what, dy’e
learn no more manners at Oxford college than
to ftop a gontleman in the midft of his fpeech
before he begins ; oh for fhame of yourfelft—
Why the matter is this, Mr. .Juftice, that
there, what the dibble d’ye call him Pra-Pra-
ragraf, but by my fhoul -that' is none of his
name neither, Iknow the little baftard as w- il
as myfelf ; as to Fanny the phantom, long li.e
to the poor gentlewoman, he know: no :aore
of her than the mother that bore her—

~ SUDS.
Indeed! good lord, you furprize me?
"TERENCE,

Arrha now, honc ey | Suds, fpake when you
are fpoke to; you ¢r ’nt upon the jury, -0y

jewe

4y
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jewel now ; by my fhoul your are a little too
fat for a ghoft. S
TIREHACK.

Prithee, friend Ephraim, let him go on;

Iet’s hear a little what he would be at—
TERENCE.

I fay he knows nothing about the cafe
that is litigated here, d’ye fee, at ali, at all;
becafe why I hant ha been from Dublin
above four wegks, or amonth ; and I faw him
in his thop every day ; fo that how could he
be here and there too ? unlefs indeed he ufed
to fly backwards and forwards, and that you
. fee is impoflible, becanfe why he has got a

wooden leg. o
, SCAMPER. :
What the devil is the fellow abput ?
TIREHACK. |

I fmoak him—harkee, Terence, who do

you take that Jame man to be ?
TERENCE,

Oh my jewel, I know him well enoygh fure
by his parfon, for all he thought fo ganceal
: hnm}’elfp by changing his name—

CAMPER.

Why, itis Faote, you fool.-

TERENCE.

Arrha, who?

TIREHACK.

TERENCE.
Fot, what the leGture-man ? Paw=
- TIREHACK.
¢s. ¢

Foote.

TER.
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TERENCE.

Arrah, be eafy, honey-—
’ CCAUPER.

Nay, enquire of Suds.
V> e SUDS.
Truly T am minded. "twas he.
TERENCE. :
Your humblefervant yourfelf, Mr. Suds, by
my fhoul, Il wager you three thirteens to a-
rap, that it is. mo fuch matter at ali, at-all.

SCAMPER. e

Done—and be judg’d by the company.
- TERENCE.
Done—I'lafk the Orator himfelf—here he
comes ; [Enter Foote] Harkee, honey Fot,
was it yourfelf that was happing about here

but now. /
FOOTE. o
T have heard your debate, and muft give:
judgment againft you—

TERENCE.
Whnt, yourfelf, yourfelf !
- FOOTE..
Itwas— . ,
TERENCE.

Then- faith 1 have loft my thirteens———
Arrha, but Fot, my jewel, why are you af-
ter playing fuch pranks. to bring an honeft
gontleman into company where he is'nat
But what, .is this felling-of leGures a thri-
“ wing profeffion ' :

FOOTE.

T can’t determine as yet; the public have -

‘becn very indulgent 3 I have not long open’d.
E T E R-
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TERENCE.

By my fhoul, if it anfwers, wifl you be my

pupil, and learn me the trade ?
.FOOTE.
lelmgly —
TERENCE.
That’s an honeft fellow, long life to you,

- Iad. (fits down.

Enter MMGEORGE.
: M’GEORGE.
- Here.is.do&or I'rifcano without. ., .
~ -FEOOTE.
- Frifcano—who is he? -
M’GEORGE.
‘T he ‘German. phyfician from ]ames-ﬁreet
. .FOOTE
Wsll what.is his buﬁnefs with me ?
M’GEORGE. ., .
He is in danger of lofing liis trade.
' FOOTE.
-How fo?

M’GEORGE.
He .fays, laft fummer, things went on

. glibly enough, for;then he_had the market

all to himfelf; but this year there is an Italidn

fellow ftarted up in ‘the garden, that with
. his face and grimace has taken all his patxents
. away :

. FOOTE.
Th.at’s hard.

M’ GEOR G E
Dreadful—lf you was to heéar the poor

~_man’s terrible tale you would really be moved
. to compaffion : he fays that his bleeding won’t

find

PR



"THE ORATORS. 50
find him -in bread ; and as the tooth trade,
excepting two ftumps, -for fix-pence a piece, -
’tis a month fince he looked in a mouth—-

FOOTE.:
How can I help him? - -
M’GEORGE. N
Why, he thinks oratory will do all with
the Englifh ; and if you would but teach him
to talk, he fhould foon get his cuftom again—-
FOOTE.

-

Can he read ?
M’GEORGE."
. Oh Lord! poor man, no.
FOOTE.
Well let him attend here on—
M’GEORGE. >

He hopes you will quickly difpatch him;-
for if he finds he can’t do as a dottor, he in--
tends to refurn to the curing of horfes again.

FOO TE.

Well, tell him that he may reft affured,
he fhall either bleed or fhoe in a fort-
night. [Exit M George.

FOO TE. :

Having thus compleated our leGure on the
eloquence peculiar to the bar, we thall produce
one great group of orators, in which will be
exhibited fpecimens of every branch of the
art.  You will have at one view, the cheler-
ic, the placid, the voluble, the frigid, the
frothy, the turgid, the calm, and the clamor-
ous ; and as a proof of our exquifite fkill, our
fubje&s are not fuch as a regular educatxon
has prepared for the reception of this fublime

E 2 fcience,
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fcience,” but a fet of illiterate mechanics,
whom you are to fuppofe affembled at the
Robin-hood in the Butchetr-row, in order to
difcufs and adjuft the various fyftems of Eu-
rope ; but particularly to determine the fepa-
rate intereft of their own mother country.

The End of the Szcoxp Acr.

ACT
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memmmm.
A C T 1II

S C E N E, Tbe Robin Hood.. -

~

The PRESIDENT.-

Dermot O’Droheda,- a Chairman ; 'Timy:
Twift, a Taylor;. Strap, a Shoemaker ;
Anvil, a Smith ;. Sam. Slaughter, a Butch-
er; Catchpole, a Bailiff. All with Pew--
ter Pots before them..

PRESIDENT.
ILENCE, gentlemen ; are your pots re~
plenithed with porter ? .
. ALL.
Full,er. Prefident..
PRESIDENT.
. 'We will then proceed to the bufinefs of the’
day ; and let me beg, gentlemen, that you.

will, in your debates, preferve that decency
. Eg3 and-
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and decorum that is due to the importance of
your deliberations, and the dignity of this illuf-
trious affembly—

[Gets.up, pulls of bis bat and reads the motion.

Motion made laft Monday to be debated to-
day, ¢ That, for the future, inftead of that
¢¢ vulgar potation called porter, the honoura-
¢ ble members may be fupplied with a proper
¢ quantity of Irith ufquebagh.

¢ Dermot O’Droheda »4¢ his mark.”
O’DROHEDA [gets up.
That’s I myfelf.
PRESIDENT.
Mr. O’Droheda, S
O’DROHEDA.

M. Prefident, the cafe is this ; it is not be-
cafe I am any grate lover of that fame ufque-
bagh that I have fet my mark to the motion :
but becaufe I did not think it was decent for a
number of gontlemen that were, d’ye fee,
met to fettle ‘the affairs of the natien, to be
guzling a pot of porter; to be fure the liquor
15 a pretty fort of a liquor enough when a man
is hot with trotting between a couple of poles;
but this is another guefs matter, becaufe why,
the heed is concerned, and if it was not for
the malt and the haps, dibble burn me but I
would as foon take a drink from the Thames
as your porter. But as to ufquebagh ; ah long
life to the liquor—it is an exhilirator of the
bowels, and a ftomatic to the head; I fay,
Mr. Prefident, it invigorates, it ftimulates,
r—in fhort it is the onlieft liqusr of life, and
no man alive will die whilft he drinks.it.

. : [Sits

e — e ————— ¢ e T~ —
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[Sits down. Twift gets up, baving a
paper, containing the beads of what be
Joys in bis bat. .

PRESIDENT.
Mr. Timothy Twift, -~
TIM TWIST. _
Mr. Prefident, I fecond Mr. O’Droheda’s
motion, and, fir, give me leave—I fay, Mr,
Prefident—[looks in bis bat] give me leave to
obferve that, fir, tho’ it is impoflible to add:
any force to what has been advanced by my
. honourable friend in the ftraps ; yet, fir {Iaakr
into bis bat again.] It may, fir, I fay be ne-
ceflary to obviate fome objections that may be
made to the motion, and firft, it may be
thought—I fay, fir, fome gentlemen may
think, that this may prove pernicious to our
manufa@ure—/[looks in bis bat) and the du
doubtlefs it is of every member of this illuftri-
ous affembly to havea particular eye unto that,
but Mr. Prefident—fir—/{looks in bis bat, is
confufed and fits down.)
PRESIDENT.
Mr. Twift, O pray finith, Mr. Twift.
TWIS'T. ets up.
I fay, Mz. Prefident, that, fir, if, {ir, it be
confidered that—as—TI fay—[looks in bis bat}
Fhave nothing farther to fay. [Sits down,
and Strap gets up.
PRESEDENT.
Mr. Strap:
‘STRAP.S
Mr. Prefident, it was not my intention to
trouble  the affembly upon. this occafion, but
- when.
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when I hear infinuations thrown out by gen-
tlemen, where the intereft of this country is
fo deeply concerned, I own I cannot fit-filent ;
and give me+leave tofay, fir, there never came.
before this affembly a point of more impor-
tance than this ; it ftrikes, fir, at the very
root, fir, of your conftitution ; for, fir, what
does this motion imply ¥ itimplies that porter,
a wholefome domeftic manutalture, is to be:
rohibited at once, and for what, fir? for a-
foreign pernicious commodity. T had, fir;
formerly the honour, in'conjun&tion with my -
Tearned friend in the leather apron, to expel
{herbet from amongft us; as I looked upon
Yemons as a fatal and foreign fruit; and can
it be thought, fir, that I will fit filent to
this? No, fir, I will put my fhoulders ftrong-
ly againit it, I will oppofe it manibus totibus.
For fhould this propofal prevail, it will not
end here : fatal, give me leave to fay, will I
forefee be the iffue ; and I fthan’t be furprifed,
in a few days, to hear from the fame quarter,
‘a motion for the expulfion of gin, and a pre--
mium for the importation of whifky. - ~
" [4 bum of approbation, with fignificant’
nods and winks from the other members.
He fits down, and Anvil ‘and anotber
member get up fogether 5 fome cry Anvil,,
ethers Jacobs.
‘PRESIDENT.
Mr. Anvil, :
AN VIL.
‘Mr. Prefident, fir—
[TEe
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[The members all blow their nafes and cough 5
Anvil talks all the while, but is not beard.
PRESIDENT.

Silence, gentlemen, pray gentlemen.” A
worthy member is up. ,

" ANVIL.

I fay, Mr. Prefident, that if we confider
this cafe in its utmoft extent—[all the mem-
bers cough and blow their nofes again] 1 fay,
fir, I will. Nay, I infift on being heard. If
any gentleman has any thing to fay any where
elle, I'l hear him. ) o

[Members all Taugh, and Anvil fits dows in

a paffion, and Slaughter gets up.
PRESIDENT.

Mr, Samuel Slaughter.

. SLAUGHTER. ‘
Sir, 1 declare it, at the bare hearing of this
here motion, I am all over in a fweat ; for
my part I can’t think what gentlemen mean
b{eftalking in that there manner ; not but I

likes that every man fhould deliver his mind
I does mine, it has been ever my way, and
when a member oppofes me I like him the
better for it, it’s right, Iam pleas’d, he can’t
leale me more, it 1s as it fhauld be, and the’
differ from thg honourable gentleman in the
flannel x;ight-cag over the way, yet I am
pleafed to hear him fay what he thinks ; for,
fir, as I faid, it is always my rule to fay what
I think, right or wrong—I[a Joud Vaugh] ay,
ay, gentlemen may laugh, withall my heart, .
Yam ufed toit, I'don’t mindit afarthing, but,
fir, with regard to that there motion, I en-
tirely .
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tirely agree with my worthy friend with the
pewter pot at his mouth. Now, fir, I would
fain afk any gentleman this here queftion, can
any thing in nature be more natural for an
Englifhman than porter? I declare, Mr. Pre-
fident, I think it the moft wholefomeft liquor
in the world. But if it muft be a change, let
us change it for rum, a wholefome palatable
liquor, a liquor that—in fhort, Mr. Prefi-

dent, I don’t know fuch a liquor. Ay, gen--

ﬂ;.men may ftare ; I fay, and I fay it upon
my confcience, I don’t.know fuch a liquor.
Befides, I think there is in this here affair a
point of law, which I fhall leave to the confi-
deration of the learned, and for that there
reafon, I fhall take up no more of your time.

[He fets down, Catchpole gets up..

PRESIDENT
Mr. Catchpole.
CATCHPOLE

I get up to the point of law. And tho’,
fir, I am bred to the bufinefs, Tcan’t fay I

am prepared for this queftion. But tho’ this

ufquebaugh as a dram may rot (by name) be:

fubje& to a duty, yet it is my opinion, or ra-
ther belief, it will be confider’d, as in the
cafe of horfes, to come under the article of

dry’d goods—But I move that another day

thxs pomt be debated.
SLAUGHTER.
. I fecond the motion.
- fCatchpole gnm a pa;ver to the prg/':denr
‘ wba read: :f.
C : :-PRE-

. e e B e




el }

nke :
hert }
.

)

oy

-~

THE ORATORS. g
PRESIDENT.

Hear your motion.

¢¢ That it be debated next Thurfday, whe-
¢ ther the dram ufquebaugh is fubje& to a
¢ particular duty ; or, in the cafe of horfes,
¢ to be confidered under the article of dry’d

({4 goods"’
ALL.

Agreed, agreed.
FOOTE.

And now, ladies and gentlemen, having
produced to you glaring proofs of our great
ability in every fpecies of oratory, having
manifefted in the perfons of our pupils, eur
infinite addrefs in conveying our knowledge
to others, we fhall clofe our morning’s lec-
ture, inftituted for the public good, with a

ropofal for the particular improvement of
individuals. We are ready to give private
inftru&ions to any reverend gentleman in his

" probationary fermon for a leGurefhip ; to

young barrifters who have caufes to open, or
motions to make ; to all candidates for the
fock or bufkin; or to the new members of
any of thofe oratorical focieties with which
this “metropolis is at prefent fo plentifully

" ftock’d.

FINTIS
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